SERVING THE 
LV GLBT 

COMMUNITY 

SINCE 1998 



VOL. 8 


vt 


LJU HICHEST PA COURT 
/^SUPPORTS PARTNER RICHT: 

Victory! Pennsylvania's Supreme Court ruled in early 
December that Philadelphia has a right to give city 
employees in same-sex "life partnerships? the same type of 
worker benefits now enjoyed only by married couples. The 
justices overturned a lowercourt ruling. 


COMMUNITY MOURNS 
UNCLE BILL" GLENNON 

William E. “Uncle Bill” Glennon, 74, died Friday, December 
10, in Sacred Heart Hospital. He was the business manager 
for Diamonz. He dedicated his life to numerous charities 
including, Dream Come True, the AIDS Services Center and 
FACT (Fighting AIDS Continuously Together). He is survived 
by Lenora M. Johnson, with whom he resided for 22 years, 
along with Leni Johnson and his wife, Christina, of Slatington; 
daughters, Rosemarie Kostickof Freeland, Sherri A. Glennon 
of Allentown; son, William E. Glennon of Detroit, Mich.; 
brother, Thomas Francis Glennon of Homeland, Calif.; niece, 
Mary A. Glennon of Whitehall; two grandchildren. A service 
was held on Tuesday, Dec. 14, followed by a traditional Irish 
Wake at Diamonz. Contributions: Uncle Bill Glennon 
memorial fund, 444 Pershing Blvd., Whitehall 18052-6411. 

VGP offers our deepest sympathy to his family and dear 
friends. 


INTERWEAVE SPELLS OUT THE 
QUEER ALPHABET ON JAN 23 

Interweave of UUCLV will host a Breakfast Forum on "The 
Queer Alphabet: Defining and explaining the letters that 
make up the GLBTIQA Community," on Jan. 23 at 9 am. 
Arrive at 8:45 am for coffee & bagels. UUCLV is located at 
424 Center St. Bethlehem. Email allysondiane 
@ hotmail.com for more information. 
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Court House Action - February 11 
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CALL MONDAY THRU FRIDAYl 
6PM-9PM 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
FREEDOM TO MARRY DAY EVENTS 

Friday, February 11, 2005,1 p.m. Lehigh County Courthouse 
— Courthouse Action, 5th & Hamilton Streets, Allentown, PA. 
In an effort to advocate for marriage equality, same-sex 
couples will apply for marriage licenses at the Courthouse. 
Supporters are asked to gather at the Courthouse to 
celebrate the value of gay and lesbian families. Volunteer 
couples and supporters are needed. 

Saturday, Feb.12, 5 p.m. at MCCLV, 12th & Vultee Streets, 
Allentown. Freedom to Marry Day Worship Service, Reception 
and Dance with clergy from a variety of faith traditions 
offering a same-sex marriage ceremony and blessing of 
relationships. For information on both events see page 5. 


THERE WILL BE NO 
FEBRUARY VCP 
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I Dear WTA: So it’s the end of the year...who won the great 
2004 weight lost competition between Liz Bradbury, VGP 
Editor and Melinda Kohn PFLAG Boardmember? Signed, 
Side Bettor 

Dear Side Bettor, Hope you had your money on Liz, she won, 
by losing the whole 20 pounds, and maintaining a daily 
workout program. Melinda only made it to 15 pounds. She 
gave a very generous contribution to PA-Diversity Network, 
and was suitably demoralized by the defeat. But really, both 
Melinda and Liz were big winners by improving their health, 
eating right (no fad diets here) and exercising regularly. 
Melinda insists that if Liz hadn’t been needling her all year she 
wouldn’t be a healthy 15 pounds lighter. It show!, Melinda 
looks great, just ask Don. Trish says Liz is looking good too. Liz 
and Melinda are now aiming for 12 more pounds in 2005 and 
invite the entire community to join in this health oriented goal. 
The next weigh in is April 1st. They both vow to be down 5 
| more pounds by then. Place your bets. 


CHECK OUT PA DIVERSITY'S NEW 
I WEBSITE AT WWW.PADIVERSITY.ORC 
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RA6STO RICHES 
JAKE THE FIRST STEP 

Juj, 5be*uie McKeluey 

GOING DEEPERON ESTATE PLANNING 

A typo error in my December article mentioned the Federal 
Estate tax as beginning at 1 million dollars when it should have 
stated 1.5 million. Here’s more on the subject of estate-planning. 

Because gay couples are not eligible to use the unlimited 
marital deduction, which is an unlimited amount that can be 
taken as a deduction against the federal gift and estate tax for 
transfers of assets to the living legal spouse upon death, we 
simply need to plan differently than legally married folk. 

There is a difference between paying Federal Estate taxes and 
Federal Income taxes. ALL same-sex couples incur Federal 
Incometaxes, due to not being able to participate in the unlimited 
marital deduction. Those individuals whose estate is over 1.5 
million, will also be subject to Federal Estate taxes. 

Estate Tax: Your taxable estate is your gross estate less 
allowable deductions. 

Gross Estate: Your gross estate includes the value of all 
property in which you had an interest at the time of death. Your 
gross estate also will include the following, a.. Life insurance 
proceeds payable to your estate or, if you owned the policy, to 
your heirs, b.. The value of certain annuities payable to your 
estate or your heirs, c.. The value of certain property you 
transferred within 3 years before your death, d.. Trusts or other 
interests established by you or others in which you have certain 
powers. 

Taxable Estate: The allowable deductions used in determining 
your taxable estate include: 1) Funeral expenses paid out of your 
estate, 2) Debts you owed at the time of death (jointly owned 
debt will be decreased by half), and 3) The marital deduction 
(generally, the value of the property that passes from your estate 
to your surviving spouse), which does not apply to non-married 
partners. 

ANY assets held jointly with your partner, will be subject to 
income taxes on the deceased partner's portion, normally this is 
half of the account. For example, if both partners are on the 
deed of your $220,000 home, which is paid off, when the first 
partner passes away, the second partner will have $110,000 
worth of income added for that year. For most individuals, this 
will put them into a higher tax bracket. Also, the current value of 
the home at the death of the partner is what the tax will be based 
on. In addition to all of the improvements you have made, the 
value of properties has increased in the last few years. This 
issue alone will have a greater impact on your estate planning 
needs. 

The only way to avoid these taxes is the legalization of same- 
sex marriage. However, with careful thought and proactive 
estate planning, you are able to direct more of your assets to 
people or organizations that mean the most to you, whether it is 
your partner, friends, family, charities or strangers. 

Denise McKelvey. CFS is a financial advisor for American Express Financial located 
at 5100 Tilghman Street Suite 170 Allentown PA 18104. Please mail or email questions 
to denise.m.mckelvey@aexp.com.Information contained in this article may not be 
suitable for your specific financial situation. 


CAY MEN'S CHORUS CABERET 

The Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus will present its annual 
cabaret performance in February and March of 2005. It will 
feature the music of Richard Rodger and Lorenz Hart. Chorus 
members are busy putting the finishing touches on what is 
shaping up to be a wonderful evening of music. Visit the 
www.lvgmc.org for the latest information on where to see "Isn't it 
Romantic? or call 610-366-3320. 

















rOUTH CROUP 

HAVEN MEETINGS : every 
Wednesday from 7:00 - 9:00PM at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
424 Center Street, Bethlehem. 
Meetings are open to GLBTAQ youth 
ages 14 - 20. For information: 
havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or 
610-868-21 53. HAVEN needs 
facilitators & volunteers for meetings 
and the Prizm Prom. Facilitator training 
provided. 



PFLAC TIMES 

PFLAG - Parents, Families & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays, www.eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. e-mail :info@eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. Meeting locations: LV - IstTues., 
1st Pres. Church, Allentown. 610-967-5219. 
Reading - 3rd Tues., Unitarian Universalist 
Church, Reading. 610-967-5219. Monroe - 
1st Wed., Eastern Monroe Public Library, 
Stroudsburg. 570-620-1234.Upcoming 
Meeting Dates: Allentown: Jan. 4, Feb. 1, 
Monroe: Jan. 5, Feb. 2, Reading: Jan. 18, 
Feb.15 


CLORA EVENTS 

GLORA (The Gay and Lesbian 
Organization of Reading and Allentown) 
will celebrate New Year’s Eve in Alburtis 
with a potluck. On Jan. 22 it's a Karaoke 
party at 6pm. And Feb 6, it's Steve and 
Robert's annual Super Bowl, Anti-Super 
Bowl party in Allentown. For more 
information and/or directions contact 
GLORA2004@aol.com. To sponsor an 
event or to join GLORA and receive their 
newsletter, write GLORA, PO Box 541, 
Bethlehem, PA 18016-0541. 


MCCLVS ASH 
WEDNESDAY SERVICE: 

February 9, 7 p.m. At the church. 


STEVIE Z 

"Stevie Z will be appearing TWO nites in 
January at the Stonewall MooseLounge. 
Friday Jten77&rariS^£tenJaa-2e)m 9PM- 
Midnite. NO cover charge on Fridays, but 
Saturday the cover of $5 begins at 9PM. 
Renaissance of the Lehigh Valley will 
share in half of the tips received on both 
ni^ssocp^easeamTTQscmtta^ support live 
music in Allentown. 


ROBERTA SINGS JAZZ 

Roberta Meek to perform Jazz standards 
accompanied by Skip Wilkins on keyboard 
at Fox Optical, 28 E. 3rd Street, Bethlehem 
8-10PM First Friday, January 7._ 


BARNES & NOBLE 

CAY &IEBSIAN BOOKCLUB 

For January 13, the selection will be E. 
Lynn Harris' "Invisible Life," about a 
young man's coming of age, being black 
and becoming more and more 
conscious of sexual feelings that he 
knew weren't "right." This book has been 
hailed as "one of the most thought- 
provoking books since James Baldwin's 
‘AnotherCountry’.” 

All meetings begin a 7:30 pm, are in 
the Cafe, and each participant will 
receive a complimentary beverage. 
Questions? Suggestions? Please 
contact Barnes and Noble at: 
crm2636@bn.com. 


CAY MEN'S CHORUS 

The Board of Directors of the Lehigh 
Valley Gay Men's Chorus welcomes 
Adam P. Koch as its new Artistic 
Director. Mr. Koch brings a wealth of 
choral experience and knowledge to 
lead the chorus into its second decade. 
Mr. Koch has previously served the 
LVGMC as interim Artistic Director and 
Principal Accompanist. Visit the LVGMC 
web site at www.lvgmc.org to learn more 
about Adam Koch. 

The Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus 
has moved rehearsals to Monday 
evenings beginning January 3. New 
members are welcome to join the 
LVGMC as it prepares for the annual 
cabaret in February/March and the 10th 
anniversary concert in June. To sing 
with the LVGMC, pesons should be 
tenor or bass voiced. The ability to read 
music is not required. Rehearsals are at 
7 PM at the Wesley United Methodist 
Church, 2540 N. Center St. Bethlehem. 
For more information, contact the 
LVGMC at 610-366-3320 or visit 
www.lvgmc.org. 

You are invited to join a Yahoo group 
for the Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus 
for audience and chorus members to 
keep up to date on the LVGMC. Go to 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lvgmc/ 
and select the -Join This Group- button. 


AA MEETINGS 

AA meetings at MCCLV, Wednesday! 
nights, 7:30-8:30pm, CONTACT- Joanie 
W. 610-966-1992 for G.A.Y. 
meetings. AA HOTLINE-610-882-t 
0558 for other AA meetings, 
Website: www.aalv.org. 


T 


PRIDE MEETINGS 

Tuesday, January 12 - Fundraising 
Meeting - Panera Bread, Tilghman 
Street & Cedar Crest Blvd in Allentown. 
Wednesday, January 13 - January Board 
Meeting, Long & Foster Realty Board 
Room, 3200 Farmersville Rd 
Bethlehem. Tuesday, January 25 - 
Rainbow Scholarship Meeting - Panera 
-Bread, in Allentown. 


GLOSS EVENTS 

GLOSS (The Gay and Lesbian 
Organized Sports Society) offers sports 
& social activities, indoors & out, 
throughout the winter months. New 
members always welcome. The 
schedule for January-February: 
Shawnee Ski Trip: Jan 8, 9. Volleyball 
Friendship Tournament: Jan 9. Game 
Nights: Jan 22, Feb 19. Bowling: Jan 14, 
Feb 11. Pinochle: Jan 21, Feb 18. For 
more information contact GLOSS. 
Phone: 610-434-2966, Email: 
Info® gloss.org Web: www.gloss.org 


INTERWEAVE EVENTS I 

UUCLV’s Interweave Kicks Off Monthly 
Movie Nights! FREE movies to be shown 
every 2nd Friday at 7:30 pm at UUCLV in 
Bethlehem. Come for casual fun in a 
friendly atmosphere! Bring a snack & a 
friend! Kick-off is Jan 14 with "Party 
Monster," the dramatic movie with 
Macaulay Culkin as a 90's NYC club kid 
gone bad, a shockumentary full of real 
life interviews. Movies & casual 
discussion led by someone who partied 
with the party monster. Can you guess 
who that might be? Come & find out. 
Interweave Seeks Workshop Proposals 
Interweave of UUCLV to hold a multi¬ 
state, 1 -day Spring Retreat on Saturday, 
May 7. Seeking workshop proposals & 
presenters. Workshop should focus in 
some way on GLBTIA &/or spirituality 
issues. All ideas considered. A drum 
circle is all ready planned. 

Interweave is the GLBTAI group at the 
UUCLV. Meetings are held at noon, 
every 3rd Sunday. For contact info, see 
Interweave & UUCLV in the center 
spread directory, or email 
allysondiane@hotmail.com. 


PRIDE BENEFIT RESCHEDULED 
DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Apollo the 2004 King of Pride and Pride 
Boardmembers will take center stage on 
Sunday, January 23 at Diamonz. Come 
see Constance Kristofik, Brad Wentz, 
Alan Williams & TimChadwickdragitup 
with Apollo and others. A $5 door cover 
will benefit Pride of the Greater Lehigh 
Valley. The event is for ages 18+. Doors i 
^^^ ^jpen at 9p m. Show time: 9:45. 
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AA -AA meetinss on Wednesdays at MCCLV, 
Begin at 7:30pm 

ACCO-A Chorus Celebrating Women, 

AIDS Outreach-112 N. 5th St. Allentown, PA 
610.435.8424 
AIDSWALK- AIDSWALK Lehigh Valley - 
610.974.8701 www.regiononline.com/lvaids 
ASC-AIDSServiceCenter610.974.8701 
All Together Now - Supportive Ecumenical 
Christians, 610-398-1286, bluemountain @ 
entermail.net 
BMA- Bucks/Montgomery Alliance for Gay and 
Lesbian Concerns 215-529-0360 
B&N- Bames and Noble Gay&Lesbian Book 
Club, White hall store, Monthly, 7:00pm 
CIVIC and 19th St. Theater, 527 N 19th St, 610- 
432-8943, <.civictheater,com> 

CUUPS - Covenenat of Unitarian Universalist 
Pagans every 4th Sunday at noon at the UUCLV. 
uuclv_cuups @ yahoogroups.com. 

Enigma Players-qacres@prolog.net 
equal @ agere - email: equal @ agere.com 
FACT- Fighting AIDS Continuously Together 
610.820.5519 
GLEE at Air Products 
GLISN- at Dun & Bradstreet, 
<vagranthollow.com/GLISN/> 

GLORA- Gay and Lesbian Organization of 
Reading and Allentown (Social gatheringvarious 
dates) Newsletter-The Tassle. Write to: GLORA, 
PO Box 541, Bethlehem, PA 18016-0541, email- 
GLORA2004 @ aol.com 
GLOSS - Gay and Lesbian Organized Sports 
Society, P.O.Box 21862 Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610.434.2966. 

GLOW-at PPL 

HAVEN GLBT Youth Group of theUUCLV- 
call:610-868-2153, email 
havenyouthgroup @ hotmail.com 
HMFF-Hope Ministry Family Fellowship, 
Sundays, 11 am, Open Space Gallery, 931 
Hamilton St. 610-791-0716 
Integrity- Lesbian & Gay Episcopalians Family 
& Friends meets quarterly. 610-758-8642 
gamba.guy® verizon. net" 

Infoline - Greater LV GLBT Infoline: 610- 
HELP123 (435-7123) M-F 6pm -9pm Office: 
610-432-5449 
INTERWEAVE - GLBTAI group at the UUCLV. 
3rd Sundays.. lnterweave_UUCLV@yahoo 
groups..com. www.uuclvpa.org 610-866-7652 
LVGMC -Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
email:info®lvmgc.org, <www.lvgmc.org> 
610-366-3320, rehearsals: Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2540 Center St., Bethlehem 
Lehigh Valley Transsexual Coalition- 610- 
997-5474, humanrights4all@aol.com, 610-814- 
0530 james30338874 @aol.com 
MCC - Metropolitan Community Church, 
Merchants Square Mall, 1901 S. 12th Street, 
Allentown Services: 10:30am & 6pm, mcclehigh 
valley® yahoo.com, http://www.mcclv.org 610- 
709-8800 

NCC- Northampton Community College GLB 
Student Union, 610.861.554if# 1386) or 882- 
2531 

19th St & Civic Theatre - 610.432.8943 
Out There-Students at Cedar Crest College 
OVOM-LV Documentary Film Org. 
PA-Diversity Network- 610-432-5449 
www.padiversity.org PO Box 22902 Lehigh 
Valley, PA 18002 
PA-GALA - PA Gay And Lesbian Alliance for 
Political Action, (Candidate Guide, & Political 
Lobbying) P.O.Box 20825 Lehigh Valley 18002 
610.432.5449 pagala.org 
PARENTS- GLBT parent's group: 610-262-2519 
PFLAG - LV Parents Families & Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, IstTues. 1st Pres. Church 
Allentown 610.967.521“ 
<HTTP://www.eastern-pa-pflaq.orq/> _ 
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Pride - Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley, (Pride 
Festival) 6 1 0.770.6200, email: 
cinfo @ prideglv.org>, <www.pridelv.org> 

QuEST - Student group at Lafayette College , 
Quakers-Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting-Route 
512 1/2 mi. North of Rte 22 Bethlehem, FA. 
Worship at 9:30 am. (610)691-3411. 

RAA- Rainbow AA meetings, Mon. &Thurs. 

At 16th and Turner. 

Ren- Renaissance Transgendered Assoc., 
Meets at MCCLV renlv.org 
Rainbow Space - Muhlenberg College 
Organization 610.821.3244 
Reading P-FLAG- 610-967-5219 
Safe Space- At Lehigh U. 610.758.5973 
Saint John's Lutheran Church- A welcoming, 
lay affirming church, 32 S. 5th st. Allentown 
il 0.435.1587 

Softball-(Women's) call Diamonz, 610.865.1028 
Spectrum- at Lehigh Univ., 610.758.5973 
T.O. - Theatre Outlet-29 Nth 9th St, Allentown, 
610-820-9270. 

Unity-26 N. 3rd St. Emmaus, 767-4417 
UUCLV - Unitarian Universalist Church LV, 424 
Center St., Bethlehem, 18018 610.866.7652. 

VGP - Valley Gay Press, 610.432.5449, 
liztrish@aol.com VGP PO Box 22902 Lehigh 
Valley PA 18002 www.padiversity.org 

VYH - Valley Youth House for emotionally 
troubled GLBT youth 610.432.6481 
Wachovia-GALEA- Gay And Lesbian Employee 
Association. Contact GALE A @ Wachovia.com 
WDIY - WDIY - 88.1 fm 93.9 fm Sat. 6:00 pm This 
Way Out, Assorted Women 6:30 pm. 610-694- 
8100.88. ■ 

SPECIA L UPCOMING E VENTS: 

CLBT YOUTH CROUP HAVEN - WEDNESDAYS 
LV PFLAC - 1ST TUESDAYS 
MONROE PFLAC - 1ST WEDS 
READINC - PFLAC 3RD TUESDAYS 
CLOSS VOLLEYBALL -TUESDAYS 
CLOSS TENNIS - SUNDAYS 
CLOSS RACQUETBALL-TUES & SATS 
CLOSS BOWLINC - 2ND FRIDAYS 
MCC STORIES-LAST FRIDAYS 
MCC CAME NICHTS-1ST & 3RDSATS 
MCC MOVIE NICHTS - 4TH SAT. 
INTERWEAVE - 3RD SUNDAYS 

IAN 4 - ALLENTOWN PFLAC 
JAN 5 - MONROE PFLAC 
JAN 7-ROBERTA MEEK 
JAN 7 - STEM EZ@MOOSELOUNCE 
JAN 8-9-CLOSS SKI TRIP 
JAN 9 - CLOSS VOLLEYBALL 
JAN 12 - PRIDE MEETINC 
JAN 13 - PRIDE BOARD MTC 
JAN 13 - B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 
JAN 14 - CLOSS BOWLINC 
JAN 14 - INTERWEAVE MOVIE 
JAN 16 - MCC MLK SERVICE 
JAN 18 - READINC PFLAC 
JAN 21 - CLOSS PINOCHLE 
JAN 22 - CLORA KARAOKE 
JAN 22 - CLOSS CAME NICHT 
JAN 22 - $TEV1EZ@MOOSELOUNCE 
JAN 23 - INTERWEAVE FORUM 
JAN 23-PRIDE BENEFIT 
JAN 25 - RAINBOW SCHOLARSHIP MTC 
FEB 1 - ALLENTOWN PFLAC 
FEB 2-MONROE PFLAC 
FEB 5 - PRIDE BOOK BENEFIT 
FEB 6 - SUPERBOWL PARTY 
FEB 9-MCCLV ASH 
WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
FEB 11-MCCLV 
COURT HOUSE ACTION 
FEB 11-CLOSS BO/LINC 
FEB 12-MCC FTMD DANCE 
FEB 15 - READINC PFLAC 
FEB 16 - MCCLV LENTEN SERIES 
FEB 18 - CLOSS PINOCHLE 
FEB 19 - CLOSS CAME NICHT 
FEB 23 - MCCLV LENTEN SERIES 
MAR 2 - MCCLV LENTEN SERIES 
MAR 9 - MCCLV LENTEN SERIES 
JUNE 19 - PRIDE IN THE PARK 

INFORMATION SUBJECT TO 
CHANCE! 

TO POST INFO: 
610-432-5449 
LIZTRISH@AOL.COM 


MCC EVENTS: 

"Writing Our Lives" Lenten 
Series - Wednesdays during 
Lent, Feb. 16,23, March 2,9, 
16 & 23 at 7 p.m. 

The details for February 11 
FTMD Court House Action: 

Couples applying for 
marriage licences are asked 
to have been together for at 
least one year and be okay 
with media coverage. You will 
be denied a license but will be 
a part of history, as your 
names will be on record. 

Couples must bring the 
following: $35 in cash. No 
checks or credit cards. Non- 
refundable! A Social Security 
card and a photo driver's 
license or photo ID. If a non- 
U.S. citizen, a greencard, 
passport or birth certificate in 
addition to photo ID. If 
previously legally married 
and divorced, a certified copy 
of the divorce decree is 


required (available in the 
county where the divorce 
occurred). If previously legally 
married and spouse died, a 
copy of the death certificate, 
published obituary, published 
funeral notice or funeral card 
is required. FYI: You do not 
need to be a resident of 
Lehigh County to apply at the 
Lehigh County Courthouse. 

Your participation is historic! 

You will be on record as 
applying for a license! It's a 
concrete statement that we 
exist, we want equal rights 
and that we are being denied 
those rights. To participate, 
contact MCCLV at 610-709- 
8 8 0 0 or 

mcclehighvalley@yahoo.com 

Same-Sex Couples are needed to participate in a special 
marriage ceremony on Saturday, February 12 
Requirements for marriage include being together for one 
year, one meeting with the MCCLV Pastor and one meeting 
with an MCCLV "Marriage Builders" couple. To participate 1 
contact: MCCLV asap at 610-709-8800. 


PRIDE EVENT 

NEW DATE - SAT,, FEB. 
5 BARNES AND NOBLE 
BOOKFAIR AND BOOK 
SIGNING TO BENEFIT 
PRIDE Buy great books, 
meet author Diane Ayres 
and support Pride! At 
Barnes and Noble, 2590 
MacArthur Road 
Whitehall. Download and 
print a bookfair voucher at 
www.prideglv.org. Pride 
will receive a portion of ALL 
purchases made with each 
voucher.Meet lesbian 
author Diane Ayres at a 
3:00pm book signing of her 
debut novel “Other Girls.” 


FTMD CEREMONY 


RANTS & RAVES BY STEPHEN T. LIBBY 

The Birthing of Gaydar — How's your gaydar? Mine is alive and well. Actually, my 
Gavdar is about 34 pages long, full-color, and filled with some great photos of the areas 
hottest models (thank you Max, Patrick & Andy), thought provoking and insightful articles 
by Tim Chadwick and Gwen Greenberg, an artist profile of local inspiration Raphael 
Canizares, not to mention celebrity interviews with Olivia Newton-John (a childhood crush 
before I knew what a penis was for), Rufus Wainwright (a new crush) and Jeff Timmons (a 
former 98 Degrees boy and new solo artist), a book excerpt from Liz Bradbury's 
forthcoming novel, Angel Food and Devil Poos , and the world premiere of (my husband) 
Shawn Mazzatta's gay superhero comic strip, Queer Force One , (cut-out figures of Butch & 
Twink included at no extra cost. Saphro is being created as I write this, for the next issue). 

With certified vet nurse Tanya's Pet Tips, (certifiable) Nick's Quarterly Psychosis, music & 
movie reviews, Carol's Best of the Lehigh Valley, Bausher*s Fashion Police, and the Top 
Tens of Every Faking Thing, the Gaydar test issue has been described as a "very well 
rounded, entertaining & informative publication." And , we also offer chances to win 
autographed items by some of the featured celebrities. 

My friend Jan & I came up with the idea for Gaydar (because we are huge magazine fags) 
a while ago, to offer a forum that would spotlight work by artists from the Lehigh Valley & 
beyond. So, this is a shout out to artists of all mediums to submit photography, fiction, 
poetry, comics, political commentary, reviews, etc. It is also a request for the GLBT 
population and their allies to suggest topics you would like to read about, or celebrity 
interviews you would like to see us tackle (please say Colin Farrell, I really want to tackle 
Colin Farrell). Also, please contact us if you have a business or organization you would like 
to advertise in Gaydar, or to subscribe. 

A heart felt thank you to all the contributors for their support, to all my friends and the guys 
at Citiprint who offered their time, invaluable advice and constructive criticism. I am so very 
fortunate to be surrounded by some of the most beautiful spirits on the planet. A more 
detailed list appears in Issue #1. 

Celebrity Endorsements: When asked about her future aspirations, Olivia Newton -John 
said she would like "to write questions for Gaydar Magazine!" ...Per Mr. Wainwrighfs 
assistant, "Rufus and I were laughing so hard we had to call from his photo shoot to answer 
the questions you faxed him. Is this a good time?" (for future reference: any time is a good 
time to get questions answered by Rufus!)... "This was very refreshing. Usually I get asked 
the same questions over and over. This was fun!" Jeff Timmons. 

A preview of Issue #2: a new Medical Advice Column, a new political cartoon, the 
introduction of Saphro, more celebrities, more models, more laughs, more fun, more fun, 
and oh, did I say more fun?!! 

I would like to thank the LV GLBT community, who has been so very supportive of our 
documentaries (we are currently working on one featuring Gwen Greenberg, she is one of 
those most beautiful spirits I was talking about earlier). Gaydar is just another way we can 
serve the population. Please contact Gaydar at STL327 @ hotmail.com to get involved. The 
happiest of New Years to you all!!!! Smooches, Steve. 
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WHO'SYOURDADDY? 

Eventually it’s going to happen. When Lucas becomes a little 
older and is able to respond to questions, hell get questions 
such as "Where’s your dad?" or "Which one is your dad?" 

People may think his answers are just silliness or even 
incorrect when he points us both out saying, "Those are my 
dads." He may leave some people dumbfounded, others 
curious, and others aghast, while others will be overjoyed with 
the answer. (Side note: The last time we ate at Bennigans on 
Lehigh Street in Allentown, management presented us with 
complimentary desserts and congratulations on becoming 
parents). 

We already know this. Currently as his dads are answering 
these questions for him; always truthfully and always as proud 
parents. We are kind of paving the way for him now so that 
most of the questions are already answered before they even 
get asked. We know he will ultimately be taking over and 
helping to pave the way for us and our GLBT community in 
general. He can be one of our strongest allies without even 
knowing it. He will be living proof that gay and lesbian parents 
can raise their children to be normal, healthy members of 
society. He will have an understanding of the gay, lesbian and 
bisexual populations. He will have an understanding and 
acceptance of the transgender population by association with 
them. He can be living proof that he was never forced to wear a 
dress, but if he chooses to do so, his parents would be there at 
the dressing room with him helping him pick out the right one. 

Our children will be our true allies. Standing up for us and 
presenting us in a positive light. 

In the last column we wrote about how studies show that 
being gay or lesbian does not hinder ones parenting abilities. 

The children of gay and lesbian parents in the studies are proof 
of that. Our children are and will continue to be proof of that. 

Additionally, our children will know that it is OK to be gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or transgender and will be unconditionally 
accepted and loved for who they are. Our children and our allies 
are importantto us, and we are just as importantto them. 

LIZ BRADBURY AND 
TRISH SULLIVAN RESIGN 
FROM PA-GALA BOARD- 
ITHEY WILL STILL PRODUCE 
THE VALLEY GAY PRESS 

Liz Bradbury and Patricia Sullivan, founding membersof the PennsylvaniaGay and Lesbian Alliance (PA-GALA), have decided 
after ten years, to resign from the PA-GALA board. They will still continue to produce the Valiev Gav Press and PA-GALA will still 


MISS STONEWALL 

On Sunday November 21, 2004 th< 

Stonewall bar crowned Miss Stonewall 2005. 

This year three luscious candidates competed for 
the coveted tiara. Titled “Bond and Beautiful,” this year’s 
pageant had a James Bond theme. The winner would be 
crowned “double o five.” 

The first contestant to be introduced was Visa D. Kline, the 
current Miss Lancaster County. She was followed by the second 
girl, Alexis. The third beauty was crowd pleaser, Miss Sylvia 
Silverberg. Miss Silverberg came out on stage to a voice over 
from Pussv Galore in Goldfinger . 

While the contestants went backstage to change, performers 
took to the stage to entertain the crowd. The reigning Miss 
Stonewall, Kitty Marne Dietrich came out first and didn’t 
disappoint. Looking like a classic statuesque Bond girl, Kitty 
performed to the song License to Kill . In a fat suit .TinselGarland 
lip-synched When You're Good toMama from Chicago. Next on 
the bill, Harry, the current Mr. Stonewall, strutted his stuff in tight 
black pants and a shirt with three buttons left provocatively 
unbuttoned. Former Miss Stonewall Nancy Monteil performed 
to Diamonds Are Forever . Gisselle in a lavender evening gown 
performed a Latin number. 

The talent portion of the pageant proved to be very 
entertaining. With a black backdrop Visa D. Kline performed the 
title song from Cabaret. Miss Kline would have made Sally 
Bowles proud 

Alexis, in a sparkling paisley gown, performed to I Believe I Can 
Lastly Sylvia, in a golo lame shirt, performed to Some 


Fly. _, __ _ „_ _ _ 

People from Gypsy. Although this song has been performed by 
countless chanteuses, Sylvia really made it her own. 

While waiting for the contestants to transform into their formal 
wear more performers entertained the crowd. With his hat 
pulled rakishly over his forehead the former Mr. Stonewall, Troy, 
lip-synched to Luck be A Ladv from Guys and Dolls. The former 
Miss Gay America Pennsylvania Vaugnnessa Vale, performed 
to Sweet Georgia Brown . The current Miss Gay America 


no 

Sporting a blonde Afro puff, Kitty Marne Dietrich performed to 
Working at the Car Wash 


Olivia Hart, five time Miss Congeniality winner, which she 
called the “title of death” got up and performed a tongue in cheek 
tribute to the five previous Miss Stonewalls. At the closing she 
crowned herself with her own tiara. Kitty Marne Dietrich took the 
stage for her final number as Miss Stonewall. She thanked all 
the people who had supported and encouraged her. 

Finally the awards, Miss Congeniality went to Sylvia 
Silverberg this year. First runner up is Visa D. Kline. And the 
winner is Sylvia Silverberg. Congratulations to Sylvia on a job 
well done. I nope you have a wonderful year as Miss Stonewall. 


mail the VGP to its members. Liz and Trish now serve on the board of the Pennsylvania Diversity Network, a 501 c3 not-for-profit 
organization supportingthe GLBT community with news, information and educational projects. Liz is PA-Diversity’s President. 

“We support PA-GALA and the important work PA-GALA Political Director Steve Black does,” says Liz Bradbury. “We’re proud to 
have helped found PA-GALAand we’ll continue to encourage the community to be PA-GALA members and volunteers. There is no 
other GLBT political organization in Pennsylvania, or perhaps the entire US, that provides the kind of quality candidate information 
and does such in depth far reaching lobbying as PA-GALAhas done and will continue to do,” says Bradbury. “We’ll still answer the 
PA-GALA phone and give information to people seeking help with discrimination issues. I will also continue to work with the 
lawyers defending the Allentown Anti-Discrimination Ordinance, and I will probably continue to work as a volunteer on certain 
projects." 

PA-GALA has built its volunteer base recently and continues to seek more board members and volunteers to do its important 
work. Steve Black will be inviting the community to take part in a meeting for volunteers, coming up soon. All PA-GALA members 
will be alerted by mail of the meeting and are encouraged to attend. 
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In February, 2004 MCCLv’s National Freedom to 
Marry Day marriage action saw dozens of activists 
gathered to support the same-sex couples who 
applied for licenses. In the Lehigh County Court 
House, for the first time ever, a same-sex couple was 
able to formally apply for a marriage license, and 
though they were turned down, the application was kept on file, 
documentingand validating the effort. 

Last March, 50+ anti-GLBT amendments were proposed in 
Harrisburg by State Rep. Jerry Birmelin. The amendments would 
have disallowed everything from adoption by gay parents to 
domestic partnership benefits. The Pennsylvania Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance (PA-GALA), worked constantly for the rest of the year along 
with the Center for Gay and Lesbian Civil Rights and other groups to 
defeat these efforts, finally seeing success when the amendments 
were pulled from all bills in November. PA-GALA generated over 
10,000 signed lobbying cards against the amendments. 

The April Primary Election: Openly lesbian Activist Donna Cruciani 
was elected as a delegate to the National Democratic Convention. 
Also in the that election, all the candidates who ran anti-gay 
campaigns lost. 

In May, I was appointed to the Allentown Human Relations 
Commission and Allyson Hamm was voted a Commission Officer 
and later, I was voted a Commission Officer. Haven’s Prizm Prom 
was a resounding success, showcasing the bravely and strength of 
our local GLBT youth. Though Allentown's anti-discrimination law 
was struck down due to a technicality by a lower court, the City took a 
bold stand to appeal the decision. Attn. Dan Anders continues to 
defend the law as pro-bono lawyerfor Allentown. 

June’s Greater Lehigh Valley Pride Festival moved to an exciting 
new area of Cedar Beach Park and was attended by record crowds. 
Transgender Activists James Halleman and Gwen Greenberg were 
grand marshals of the Pride Parade. Under the leadership of GLV 
Pride President Constance Kristofik the festival strongly 
acknowledged the legal and political issues facing the GLBT 
community by hosting a record number of elected officials who 
graciously took time to speak from the Pride stage, drawing media 
attention and support for the festival. For the first time ever a 
member of Easton’s City Council, Carol Heffley (D) and a 
representative of Easton’s Mayor Phil Mitman (R) spoke from the 
stage, along with Mayor of Allentown Roy Afflerbach (D), Lehigh 
County Executive, Jane Ervin (R). Allentown School Boardmembers 
Charles Versagai (R) and Rober.t E. Smith Jr. (R), Allentown City 
Councilwoman Gail Hoover (D) and Allentown City Controller Frank 
Concannon(D). 

Pennsylvania Diversity Network, filed for its 501c3 status in 
September and began Infoline operation in December thanks to a 
huge amount of work by Infoline Coordinator Robert Roush. 

Also this year, PA-GALABoardmemberAllysonHamm registered 
hundreds of GLBTA people to vote. LV AIDSwalk became part of 
FACT. PA-GALA's Steve Black organized the mailing of tens of 
thousands of alerts and voter information to pro-GLBT voters across 
the state. PA-GALA endorsed 125 candidates, 98 of them won. 
Steve Libby created the first issue of Gaydar. Valley Free Press 
proudly changed its name to Valley Gay Press, and began its 8th 
year by publishing its 70th issue. 

Meanwhile the dozens of GLBT groups that provide the Lehigh 
Valley GLBT community support, entertainment, activism and 
information, keep rolling along doing all they do every day. Thanks in 
no particular order to: PFLAG, HAVEN, GLOSS, GLORA, MCC, All 
the GSAs, The Gay Men’s Chorus, PA-GALA, ACCO, FACT, All 
Together Now, B&N Bookclub, Interweave, Integrity, Renaissance, 
GLOW, GLEE, The Transsexual Coalition, Infoline, VGP, PA- 
Diversity, all the college groups, all the supportive churches, the 
business support groups, the theater groups, the health 
organizations, all the volunteers, fundraisers and activists and 
anyone I forgot to mention. Here’s to all of us, Happy New Year! 
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In a Morning Call 'Another View Gary 
Millspaugh, Executive Director of the 
Allentown Rescue Mission touted the mission 
of the Salvation Army (S.A.): “to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human 
needs in His name without discrimination.” Mr. Millspaugh 
went on to say that the Salvation Army “ranks first in meeting 
human needs in Christ’s name, without discrimination." 
While it is fair to acknowledge the S.A. as one of the largest 
organizations providing services to needy people, it is 
hypocritical for the anyone to say that the S.A. does not 
discriminate. Anytime an organization or business seeks to 
exempt itself from state and local anti-discrimination laws it is 
clearly choosing to discriminate. In fact, the S.A. has a long 
history of discrimination against people who hold different 
religious views. 

In San Francisco, the Salvation Army threatened to close 
soup kitchens, in an attempt to hold public policy hostage, 
rather than comply with the employee benefit clause of the 
city’s anti discrimination policy. In short, the S.A. insisted to 
the city that if it were not allowed to discriminate against 
certain minority classes of people, it would withhold food from 
the poor. The Salvation Army finally relented and offered 
equal benefits to its employees, but later revoked domestic 
partner benefits to employees in its West Coast division 
exercising its prerogative to discriminate based upon 
religious beliefs. Further more, according to the Washington 
Post, the Salvation Army agreed to financially lobby in 
support of Bush’s “charitable choice" initiative in exchange for 
a White House guideline - by-passing Congress - that would 
override state and local anti-discrimination ordinances and 
permit taxpayer funded religious organizations to 
discriminate. The S.A. lobbied nationally to allow groups to 
discriminate against minorities. 

A local leader of the Salvation Army insists all are welcome 
there. However, when asked to put that policy in writing with 
respect to the details of the inclusiveness, he demurred, 
saying that doing so would be against the national policy. 
Implementation of nondiscrimination practices cannot be 
dependent upon the whim of subordinate organizational 
members. To be effective, a nondiscrimination policy must 
be established at the highest level of the organization. An 
organization or business’s national policy is the first place we 
must look when we are faced with sexual orientation or 
gender identity discrimination because most cities and states 
do not have anti-discrimination protections beyond those of 
the Federal government. While recognizing the good works 
fundamentalist organizations may do, the discriminatory 
practices of these organizations must also be made public. 
Tax dollars must not be used to support organizations that 
choose discrimination as a public policy. 

Target, who has been criticized by the far right, has 
implemented an inclusive anti-discrimination policy that goes 
beyond many state and local laws. Further, Target is 
attempting to enforce their policy evenly. Target’s record of 
charitable giving is inclusive, including substantial giving to 
the Salvation Army. The far right now accuses Target of 
discrimination for not giving the Salvation Army “special 
rights," in other words, letting the Salvation Army solicit at 
Target stores, even though Target has a long standing “no 
solicitation” policy for any organization. The Salvation Army’s 
right to discriminate is protected by religious freedom, but just 
because it is legal for the S.A. to discriminate, does not make 
it right. Saying the Salvation Army meets human needs 
without discrimination is simply not true 












1 1 . Gay actor Robert Reed, played the dad in this 
I somewhat plottless yet often parodied 1988 TV 
I reunion Christmas special. 

12. In “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1946), what lesbian 
[actor, who was later a TV grandma in a 1970s 
I drama, got a kiss from George Baily when she askec 
[for $17. 50 from the Savings and Loan? 

13. What was the last name of the lawyer who 

I defended Santa Claus in “Miracle on 34th Street 
|(1947)? 

14. Character actor Monty Wx>lley played the title 

I character in the Christmas time comedy‘The Man 
[who Came to Dinner” (1942), the Professor in the 
I Christmas classic “The Bishop’s Wife"(1947) and 
I Col. Smollett in the Christmas tearjerker “Since You 
I Went Away” (1944). Before becoming an actor 
I Monty Woolley was a Yale professor whose student, 

I gay composer_, talked him into going with 

I him to Hollywood. 

15. Monty Woolley’s character Sheridan Whiteside, in 
1‘The Man Who Came to Dinner” (1942), was 

I reprised for a limited Broadway performance of the 
I play (in 2000 ), by openly gay actor_. 

1 6 . “White Christmas" (1954) star Danny Kaye was 
1 rumored to have had at torrid sexual relationship 
[with what English and later Hollywood actor? 

17. “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” was recently 
I remade into a full length movie by Director Ron 

I Howard, but the much darker cartoon version from 
I the original Dr. Suess book, was directed by Bugs 
I Bunny animator Chuck Jones in the year_. 

1 8 . “Meet Me in St. Louis” (1944,) featured Judy 
I Garland singing “Have Yourself a Merry Little 

I Christmas.” Name the bisexual director of this film. 

19. In “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1946), name the two 

I male character’s who sing “I Love You Truly” outside 
I George and Mary’s windovy followed by one of the 
I guys kissing the other Hint: They share the names 
I of male puppet roommates who were outed by the 
| religious right as a gay couple. 

110. In “Babes inToyland” (1934), what actor dresses 
las a veiled woman to fake Silas Bamaby into a 
I phony marriage... then later cries that he can’t stay 
| with Barnaby, because: “I don’t love him!” 


See answers above comic. 


DUE TO A RESIGNATION: OPENING ON 
ALLENTOWN SCHOOL BOARD 

I The deadline for applications is Wednesday, January 
5, at 4 pm. Interviews: Monday, JanuarylO in the 
evening. To apply; send a resume listing qualifications 
to the Allentown School Board Secretary, 
Administration Office, 31 S Penn St Allentown (PO 
Box 328 Allentown PA 18105) Applicants must be: 18 
years of age, registered Democrat voter for at least 
I one year, Resident of the Allentown School District. 
I Term is for 2005 only; Option to run for Office. May not 
I serve in any other elected or appointed office nor as 


We believe it would 
improve the quality of 
life in the Lehigh 
Valley H all people 
were equally protected 
from unfair discrimination 
based upon actual or 
perceived: race, colot 
religion, national 
origin.ancestry or place 
of birth, sex. sexual 
orientation, gender 
identity, marital 
status, family status, 
age. disability or use of a 
guide animal, in the 
areas of employment, 
housing, and public 
accommodation. 

PA-GALA 

Valley Gay Press 

Allentown Human 
Relations Commission 

Safe-Space of 
Lehigh University 

PFLAG Lehigh Vfelley 

ACCO - A Chorus 
Celebrating Wbmen 

GLORA 

Pride of the GIV 

LV Gay Men's Chorus 

NCC GLBT Student 
Union 

The Lehigh \felley 
Labor Party 

EQUAL! at Agere 

Metropolitan 
Community Church IV 

OutThere - Cedar Crest 

9th Street Shelter 
Allentown 

LV Community 
Action Committee 

GLEE at Air Products 

FACT 

AIDS Outreach 

The Unitarian 
Universalrst 
Church LV 


QUOTE #1 

”[A]reas of the country where divorce rates are highest are 
also frequently the areas where many conservative 
Christians live. Kentucky, Mississippi and Arkansas, for 
example, voted overwhelmingly for constitutional 
amendments to ban gay marriage. But they had three of the 
highest divorce rates in 2003. ... The lowest divorce rates 
are largely in the bluestates: the Northeast and the upper 
Midwest. And the state with the lowest divorce rate was 
Massachusetts, home to John Kerry, the Kennedys and 
same-sex marriage." — Columnist Pam Belluck, The New 
York Times, Nov. 14. 


QUOTE #2 

"Staying in the closet is a brutally selfish act. ... it's not all 
about YOU - just because you want to live in a closet, you 
are contributing to the continued discrimination against 
the rest of us. All those gay teens who commit suicide, 
didn't do it because they felt accepted and a part of a 
community. They did it because they felt "different", 
rejected and alone. That's the ultimate price of the closet." 
— openly gay Allentown School Boardmember 
Charles Versaggi, from an email in support of Trish 
Sullivan's Dec. column on being out. 


QUOTE #3 

"You dont subject minority rights to a referendum." 
-Canada’s Justice Minister Irwin Cotier, supporting 
the Canadian Supreme Court’s pro-same-sex 
marriage ruling and rejecting a plan to bring same- 
sex marriage rights up for a national vote, 
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"What’s in a 
Name?" 


GLISN of 
Dun & Bradstreet 

AIDS Services Center 

Theatre Outlet 

Integrity - Bethlehem 


I went on an Internet date with a guy whA 

had the screen-name Pokemon. I thought^ 
he’d be a hot, wild Japanese cartoon 
yanimal. 



THERE WILL BE NO FEBRUARY VGP. Vl 
_ THE NEXT ISSUE WILL BE FOR MARCH 

Muhlenberg Theater 

Association r——----- 1 

The editorial columns and political cartoon that appear in Valley Gay Press 
Crif H? o1 express the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 

the Lehigh \fe»ey opinion or attitude of this publication. VGP makes no indication of the sexual 
To add your orientationof persons, organizations, or businesses mentioned in any issue, 
organization to this list. 

Contact VFP 

































